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Greetings to the members and supporters of the National Center for Reliable Power 

Transmission!  This  is an exciting time.  As we are wrapping up the spring semester, I 

wanted to take time to acknowledge and thank you for your support of the center. 

 

We continue to make progress on bringing our systems fully on line with a redoubled 

focus on making the center ready for members and students to use as needed to test 

power electronic devices. 

 

Work is underway to improve the safety, capability and flexibility of our equipment. 

Some of our  equipment unit operations are still being brought online.  In addition,  

infrastructure systems are being developed to make NCREPT the center of choice for power electronics test-

ing in the future. 
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 MR. T. BOONE PICKENS  

       TOURS NCREPT  

 

During his April 2009 visit to the U of A, 

Mr. Pickens made his first stop the 

NCREPT Center.  There he met the 

NCREPT directors and toured the facility 

with Dr. Alan Mantooth, NCREPT Execu-

tive Director 

. 

Also touring with Mr. Pickens were repre-

sentatives from the American Electric 

Power Company, J.B. Hunt Trucking, 

American Power Electronics and the Uni-

versity of Arkansas. 

 

Mr. Pickens shared highlights of his Pick-

ens Plan and stated that he felt that the plan 

was starting to get real traction and na-

tional attention. 

NCREPT HOSTS TOYOTA AUTO-

MOTIVE RESEARCH ENGINEERS  

 

In mid-April 2009 NCREPT hosted two 

research engineers from the Toyota Auto-

motive Power Electronics Research Devel-

opment Group.  Satoru Kameyama and 

Brian Robert toured the NCREPT facility 

and shared a presentation focused on their 

development work in the area of automo-

tive power electronics.  They were invited 

to NCREPT to explore potential synergies 

between the work they are doing and the 

developmental work done by the U of A in 

the area of high-temperature, high-current 

power electronic devices for automotive 

applications. 

NCREPTôS FIRST COMMERCIAL 

CUSTOMER UTILIZES CENTER TO 

COMPLETE IEEE AND UL  

CERTIFICATION STANDARDS 

TESTING 

 

The Switch, an international company with 

USA offices in New Hampshire, com-

pleted a series of equipment tests in early 

April. The equipment tested was commer-

cial AC-DC-AC conversion equipment 

designed to connect an alternative power 

source to the electric grid. 

 

The series of tests were completed as 

specified by IEEE 1547 and UL 1741 certi-

fication  requirements and were monitored 

by a third party certification firm. 


